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Parental mediation of migrant children’s smartphone use:

A mixed method study based on the parents’ perspective

Dan Huang®  Yingting Luo™

Abstract

Through the mixed research method, this study explores parental mediation of
smartphone use by ruralto-urban migrant children in China. The findings indicate that
although migrant parents are aware of the benefits of smartphone use to their children,
they are more concerned about the negative impact that smartphone use may have on
children and families. Migrant parents are more inclined to use restrictive and monitoring
media mediation strategies, but only active intervention strategies can effectively reduce
the smartphone usage hours of migrant children. In addition, the grade level of migrant
children, whether they have caregivers after school, and parent-child relationships are also
important factors affecting the number of smartphone usage hours of migrant children.

Implications for social work practice are subsequently discussed.

Keywords: parental mediation, smartphone use, migrant children, qualitative method

*  School of Philosophy and Social Development, South China Normal University (China)
#% School of Philosophy and Social Development, South China Normal University (China)
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A6 FH AT T o (R BE > 2R 2008 7% 1 LE RS F R BE TP A2 B A RHM T R Y
R Pk
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